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The influence of the church

The catholic church had a lot of influence in 

French Canadien society. It ran charities, 

hospitals, schools and also tried to increase 

political power 

● The bishop of Montreal  increased the 

membership of religious orders and had 

building constructed for them to live 



Ultramontanism 

Most church members supported 
ultramontanism. According to this 
ideology, the pope’s authority was 
final and all needed to submit to it. 
They believed that the church 
should be involved in all areas of 
society: schools, hospitals and 
politics. They believed the church 
should play a role in the 
government 

In 1841. The school act led to the denominational school 
system.  Catholic for fFrench and Protestant for English. 



Denominational split

In 19th century Quebec social institutions were separated based on 
religious denomination (protestant vs catholic) instead of 
language. 

● In Montreal and Quebec, there were both English protestant 
hospitals and French Catholic hospitals. 

● The institutions were controlled by the clergy of each 
denomination

The dual confessional model was applied to Quebec’s public 
education system starting with the Education Act in 1841. 

● This legislation gave the state control to supervise the 
education system and establish denominational school boards



Ultramontanism 

The church started Catholic newspapers and magazines. It 
published the list of prohibited books and in 1844 the 
Sulpicians founded a public library that had only books 
approved by the Church

● The church refused the sacrament to anyone who 
opposed them.

● Priests would also try to influence their followers to 
vote a certain way





Nationalism of survival 
After the rebellions and the act of union in 1840, French 
Canadian nationalism shifted away from the dream of a 
French-Canadian state

New nationalism called the nationalisme de survivance was 
focused on preserving the identity of the French Canadian 
people through the Catholic faith and French language

French Canadian identity was under threat and needed to be 
defended

● Nationalisme de survivance focused on cultural efforts 
and relied on the Catholic clergy to preserve the 
characteristics of French Canadian identity



Anticlericalism 
Liberal minded people began to support for 
the separation of church and state. 
Anticlericalism did not want the Church to 
interfere in political or  social parts of 
life-especially in education

Anticlerical movement opposed the catholic 
church and included members of the Parti 
rouge who called for secular education

The party would put their views in 
newspapers and the church often had to 
defend their positions to the public



Institut Canadien

The Institut canadien de Montreal  was founded in 1844 by 
young French Canadian professionals and intellectuals with 
liberal views. It was mostly a library and forum for debate

● Members would meet weekly to converse and would hold 
conferences on issues such as the separation of church 
and state, abolition of the death penalty and free 
education

In 1858, Bishop Bourget condemned the Institut and 
threatened to excommunicate its members

The pope condemned the Institut and eventually forced it to 
close its doors in 1880. The Institut Canadien in Quebec city is 
the only one that remains today



The role of women 

In the 19th century, a woman’s expected role was a 
wife and mother. 

● Unmarried women would be under the 
guardianship of her father until she got married 
and would then be under the guardianship of 
her husband. 

● Married women had no legal power, but they 
did have influence in society 



Legal and political status 
In 1866, the Province of Canada adopted to Civil Code of 

Lower Canada

● This meant that married women were treated as 

children and under the same restrictions

● Women were not allowed to keep their own earnings, 

inherit money, take legal action or act as the sole 

guardian of her own children

Women always needed someone to act on their behalf, with 

a husband or male guardian to give her consent. 



The role of women 





Francophone women

During this time, francophone 

Catholic women did not enjoy the 

same freedom as anglophone 

women. Francophone women were 

subject to the hostility of the Catholic 

Church and francophone elites



Women's literature

At the end of the 19th century, women 

started to speak out in the public sphere. 

It was at this time that Francophone 

women’s literature emerged. French 

Canadian women were limited to letters 

and diaries. However they also started 

creating poetry, folktales, short stories 

and novels, especially in newspapers and 

magazines 





Culture: patriotic literature 



Canadian identity 

In the late 1800s, painting of 

the landscape became 

dominant. Painters who were 

european or Canadian became 

famous for their painting of 

Quebec landscapes. 



Important terms!

Ultramontanism= support 
church having role in 
government. Church power 
over education

Anticlericalism= want church 
and government to be 
separate. Government involved 
in education  


