CHAPTER 1



Federal-provincial relations



Under the British North America Act (BNA Act) of 1867:

* Canadian federalism was very centralized, with the
federal government holding a lot of power in matters
affecting the whole country, whereas the power of

provincial governments was generally limited to local
matters.

* |t outlined the distribution of powers between the
federal government and the provincial governments.
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The power of disallowance:

* was a power of the federal government
* meant the right to refuse provincial legislation

* Prime Minister Macdonald exercised this right many

times; he did so 29 times in 10 years to refuse Ontario
legislation.



» Ontario Premier
Oliver Mowat

Nationalist
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They opposed John A. Macdonald’s centralist vision.

They fought for more provincial autonomy because they felt
that the Canadian Constitution gave the federal government
too much power over the provinces.

In 1887, Mercier organized in Québec City an interprovincial
conference with the other premiers.

It was not until the early 20t century that the federal
government lessened its centralized control and almost
entirely stopped exercising its power of disallowance.



“This province of Québec is Catholic and French and shall
remain Catholic and French. All the while asserting our
friendship and our respect for the representatives of the
other races and religions, [...] we solemnly declare that
we shall never renounce our rights that are guaranteed
by treaties, by law and by the Constitution.”

— Speech delivered by Honoré Mercier in 1889.



* The Manitoba Rebellion/Red River Resistance (1869)
* The Saskatchewan or North-West Rebellion (1885)

Who were the Métis?

e Descends of unions between coureurs des bois and
Indigenous people

* Mainly French-speaking Catholics
 Were farmers and hunters (e.g. bison)

10,000 Métis lived near the Red River in the area
South of Lake Winnipeg. Louis Riel
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3 reasons:

1. To offer new Canadians a place to settle.

2. To expand Canada’s domestic market and fuel its
economic development.

3. To protect the undefended lands of the West from
American occupation and annexation.



* |nJuly 1869, Canada purchased Rupert’s Land and the North-
Western Territory from the Hudson Bay Company for $1.5
million.

* In July 1870, this new territory officially became a part of the
Dominion of Canada. It was named the

* The Canadian government did not consult with Métis and First
Nations populations who had long been living there.
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 The Canadian government divided the Red River area into
townships for white colonists to settle.

* Feeling under attack, the Métis rallied together to defend their
lands. They formed a provisional government. Louis Riel was
their leader.




The Manitoba Rebellion/Red River Resistance (1869):
 The Métis occupied Fort Garry (present-day Winnipeg).

* They demanded recognition of their territorial, linguistic and
religious rights.

* |[n 1870, the Canadian passed the Manitoba Act which created
the (5th Canadian province) on Métis land.

* The Manitoba Act recognized:
— the land rights of the Métis

— the right to a bilingual provincial parliament

— the right to French Catholic schools.



©I The Métis uprisings of 1869 and 1885

NORTHWEST :
piae S TERRITORIES ),
BRITISH! (1870) g
COLUMBIA )
(1871)
.‘("/ l>
‘,} ©e ;
J N
f St or 1o/ \.
\ = e ,
) Batoche ‘“'E\'E {‘\
At | . H%. MANITOB
'Fort ljangleylf " Fort :‘f }C’,\ (1870)
PR ) \ (Winni { ﬁ
\ Regina Ly
() ' .‘ ‘__..
3 : ® 1 ‘;gf
d River/
0 E 300 km UNITED STATES eColony =
T SN OF &

S0

| | ek

U

Legend

1869 uprising

1885 uprising

Railway (completed in 1885)
Definite border
Approximate border




EZ¥ The Dominion of Canada, 1873 | |

—~—

o) ‘_,7 From 1870 to 1873,
; 2 Canada expanded:
% e |n 1870, the
13;‘ ; Northwest Territories
% Jﬁw@ entered the Canadian
X 40°W federation. The prov-
~ e ince of Manitoba was
: Mer du Labrador created.
e « In 1871, British
e NEWFOUNDLAND Columbia joined the

Y Dominion. The federal
s government promised
e sow to build a railway line
; to link it to the other
provinces and take
over its debts.

__NOVA e |n 1873, Prince
'SCOTIA Edward Island, also
; indebted, agreed to
join the federation.

“Baie d'Hudson
(Hudson Bay),

| "

.~ BRUNSWICK
(1867) prrAnNG

OCEA
60% W

Legend
B Provinces and territories *  Federal capital Compare th|s map with the map of the qulqlon

of the Dominion of Canada o  Provincial capital of Canada in 1867, on page 51. What main difference
B British colony ——  Definite border do you notice?

and possessions ----  Approximate border ﬂc‘h*i“v el




The Saskatchewan or North-West Rebellion (1885):

* In 1870, Louis Riel ordered the execution of white settler
Thomas Scott who had threatened to kill him. This angered
white Protestants in Ontario who wanted Riel to be hanged
while French-Canadians supported the Métis’ cause.

* Despite its promises, the Canadian government continued to
colonize the Red River area, forcing the Métis farther west into
the Batoche region (present-day Saskatchewan).

e Again, in Batoche, the federal government claimed Métis land
to build settlements and a railway.



“These impulsive half breeds have got
spoilt by their émeute (uprising), and
must be kept down by a strong hand

until they are swamped by the influx of
settlers.”

—John A. Macdonald, 1870.




The Saskatchewan or North-West Rebellion (1885):

* Louis Riel returned from exile in the USA and organized a second
rebellion in Batoche.

* The rebellion was crushed by federal soldiers in 1885.

* Despite French-Canadian opposition, Louis Riel was captured,
tried, sentenced to death for high treason and was hanged on

November 16, 1885.
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WHAT WILL HE DO WITH HIM?

The Riel affalr d|V|ded Canada French Canadlans saw Louis Riel as a hero and were
outraged by his fate. English Protestants in Ontario wanted him hanged.



Honoré Mercier’s position on the execution of Louis Riel

On November 22, 1885, a crowd gathered at Champ-de-Mars, in Montréal,
to protest the hanging of Louis Riel. Honoré Mercier gave a speech.

1 L7 Riel, our brother, is dead. . . . By killing Riel, Sir John [John A. Macdonald]
has not only struck at the very heart of our race,* but especially at the cause of
justice and humanity . . . . All those who join together, today . . . , belong to the
same race, speak the same language, kneel at the same altars, share the same
blood; they are all brothers! . . . This death, which was a crime committed by
our enemies, will become a rallying cry and an instrument of salvation** for

us....99

* Race: At the time, the word “race” was used to refer to groups of people who shared similar
characteristics.

** Salvation: The state of being saved or protected from danger.

= Excerpt from the speech by Honoré Mercier at Champ-de-Mars,

November 22, 1885 [translation.
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Artist unknown, November 22, 1885.
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Some 50,000 people gathered at Champ-de-Mars, in Montr

to show their solidarity with Louis Riel.



e After 1867, the francophone population outside Québec
witnessed the gradual disappearance of French schools:

— In 1871, New Brunswick passed a law stating that public schools must
be non-denominational (secular)

— In 1873, French schools were banned in PEI
— In 1890, Manitoba eliminated funding for French Catholic Schools.

* Québec was outraged and called on the Canadian government
to uphold the Constitution to protect French-speaking and
Catholic minorities outside Québec (their rights were being
violated), but their appeals were disregarded.



