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Relations with the Metis When the Dominion of Canada acquired land 

in the West in 1869, there were First nations, 

metis and some colonists who lived there. 

There were about 10,000 Metis in the Red 

River region. Most of them were French and 

Catholic. 

With colonization, the Metis worried they 

would lose their lands, way of life and 

culture. They fought against the Canadian 

government twice. 



The first Metis uprising: The Red River 
Rebellion 1869 

Once the Canadian government acquired the 
lang in 1869, they started preparing to 
colonize the lands where the Metis had 
settled. They sent out surveyors to divide the 
land for the colonists. 

At this time, the Metis established the 
National Committee of Metis in order to 
defend their rights. Louis Riel led the 
committee.  They formed a provisional 
government to negotiate their territory 
joining the Dominion of Canada as a province 
with territorial, religions and language rights.







The Manitoba Act
With all the uproar, the Canadian 
government choice to sign an 
agreement with the provisional 
government known as the Manitoba 
Act. This led to the creation of a new 
province. The Canadian government 
promised the Metis titles for their 
land and recognition of their 
language and religion (mostly French 
and Catholic).

Over time, English settlers to the 
province increased, abolishing the 
rights of Francophone Catholics. 
Many Metis had left to settle in other 
areas of the west by 1891. 



The second uprising
Many Metis in Manitoba settled in the Batoche 

region. In the 1880s, there was a large influx of 

colonists and the railway expansion reduced 

hunting and fishing territory of the Metis. The 

colonists continued settling on Metis territory. 

Louis Riel led another uprising in 1885. They 

organized another provisional government. 

This angered many English Canadians. The 

Canadian government sent troops and had Riel 

and other arrested. Rial was charged with high 

reason for taking up arms against the government. 

He was imprisoned, tried, sentenced to death and 

then executed. 







Catholic and Protestant 
missions 

In the 19th century, Europeans and Canadians 

considered Indigenous culture and way of life as 

inferior to their own. Governments and Christian 

missionaries took measures to “civilize” Indigenous 

populations, convert them and adopt a Western 

lifestyle. 

Missions were founded which were establishments 

set up by missionaries to bring together 

INdigenous people and evangelize them. 





Residential schools 
Goal: assimilation of young Indigenous

● Indigenous children learned the colonizers’ language and 

culture

● Were isolated from their families and communities 

● Forced to abandon their language, beliefs and customs 

● Government and church ran these schools together 



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hjtoUaNvvLo


The Indian Act (1876)
In 1876, Canada adopted the first Indian Act. It was a process and effort to 

assimilate Indigenous people. 

The objective of it was to enfranchise Indigenous people. The goal was for 

them to get rid of their status. Any Indigenous person who did not give up their 

status had the status of a minor. 

With this act, authorities had a lot of control over Indigenous life including life 

on reserves. It has been amended many times over the years. 



What do the Métis uprisings, 
residential schools, and the 
Indian Act have in common?


