
Migration flows

Chapter 2



How did migration shape Canadian 
society at the beginning of the 20th 

century?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cX02bJ1pyw4




Origin of immigrants 
In 1896, Clifford Sifton, the new minister of the Interior 

made it his goal to increase farmers in  the Prairies 

hoping it would create profits that could be used for the 

rest of Canada

He started a campaign to attract the “ideal” Prairie 

immigrant. 

● He believed peasants from Ukraine,Hungary, 

Poland, Romania and Iceland were the best to 

populate the area. 

● He believed Anglo Saxons(Originating from Britain, 

now in European countries) would assimilate into 

Canada easily due to their culture



Origin of immigrants
Under Laurier’s government and 

Clifford Sifton’s efforts, the 

government offered incentives to 

Europeans to increase the number 

of immigrants. 

The results were positive: as 

foreigners started settling in Canada 

helped to increase farming and grow 

harvests. Canada’s economy 

benefited due to this immigration 





Laurier’s words about immigration 
“We want to share with them our lands, our laws, our civilization. Let them be 
British subjects, let them take their share in the life of this country, whether it 
be municipal, provincial or national. Let them be electors as well as citizens. 
We do not want nor wish that any individual should forget the land of his origin. 
Let them look to the past, but let them still more look to the future. Let them 
look to the land of their ancestors, but let them look also to the land of their 
children. Let them become Canadians… and give their heart, their soul, their 
energy and all their power to Canada.” "

Source: Laurier, Wilfrid. "Wilfrid Laurier: Let Them Become Canadians, 1905". 

Does Laurier want people to immigrate to Canada? How does he want them to adapt 
to Canada?

https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/wilfrid-laurier-let-them-become-canadians-1905


Ethnic origin of immigrants 

Gender and age were also considered important factors

● Adult males were seen as valuable workers on both 
farms and in factories

● Anglo-Saxon women were considered important to 
continuation of the race

● People from Asia(except the Chinese who built the 
railways) and Africa were not generally welcome in 
Canada

● The Chinese immigration Act of 1885 had imposed a 
$50 head tax on all Chinese immigrants

● By 1903 it was increased to $500-two years salary of 
a Chinese worker



Immigration control 

Sifton centralized decision making regarding 

immigration in Ottawa; this meant that Ottawa had 

more power and control. He believed this would make 

it more efficient 

He changed some administrative rules to simplify the 

process for immigrants to enter Canada



Canadian population 
Sifton’s action paid off in some way, the population of Canada grew from 4.8 million to 10.3 

million between 1891 and 1931

● More than 4.6 million of these were European and American immigrants

● Few immigrants spoke French and those who settled in Quebec were mostly European 

Jews and italians 



Immigration changes and restrictions

In 1905 Frank Oliver replaced Sifton and changed many 

aspects of immigration 

● Oliver believed the ethnicity of immigrants was more 

important than experience and applied different 

measures



Immigration Act 1906 

In 1906, the Immigration Act  introduced the 

following changes:

● Increased the types of immigrants that 

were considered undesirable including 

criminals, mentally ill and the poor

● Gave the government the right to refuse 

immigrants arbitrarily

● Implemented a clear procedure for the 

deportation of undesirable immigrants
○ Immigrants who did not meet the 

selection criteria were deported 



Immigration restrictions
In 1908:

● the International Boundary Commission 

was established to control immigration at 

the US-Canada border and verify the 

identity of people crossing the border 

● A Canadian law required immigrants from 

South Asia(usually India) arrive in Canada 

directly from their country of origin. At 

the time, no transport companies offered 

this option 



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eZyvg_87e6o


Treatment of newcomers 
The Canadian government’s main goal was to send new 

immigrants to the Prairies for  agricultural work or 

exploit natural resources

However, immigrants did not have many resources 

which led to them grouping together based on their 

homeland. They often ended up in cities working in 

factories 

The government did not provide infrastructure or 

services to help integration leading to many 

immigrants being unable to start up farms 



Rise of Xenophobia
Many Canadians were not accepting of 

immigrants who spoke different languages and 

had different religions and cultures. 

This led to widespread xenophobia among the 

population 

Some Canadians feared losing their jobs to 

newcomers, others worried they were too 

slow to integrate



What is Woodsworth view towards immigrants? 



Anti-immigration protest

In 1907, an anti-immigration protest in 

Vancouver ended in violence and vandalism 

against Asian immigrants

Anti-Semitism was emerging among the Canadian 

population 

Henri Bourassa publicly declared his view that 

Canada should be reserved for French Canadians 

and English Canadians



Canada was being more 
multicultural, but integrating 

immigrants from different 
backgrounds was not proving 

to be a simple task











Laurier in 1905 said" “We want to share with them 
our lands, our laws, our civilization. Let them be 

British subjects, let them take their share in the life 
of this country, whether it be municipal, provincial or 

national. Let them be electors as well as citizens. 
We do not want nor wish that any individual should 

forget the land of his origin. Let them look to the 
past, but let them still more look to the future. Let 

them look to the land of their ancestors, but let them 
look also to the land of their children. Let them 
become Canadians… and give their heart, their 

soul, their energy and all their power to Canada.” " 
Did immigration policies and the reality of 

immigration in Canada reflect this speech he gave? 
Why or why not?



Francophone Catholic minorities 

As immigrants arrived in Western 

Canada, Francophone communities 

in the area became outnumbered. 

They started to have limited 

political rights  and  by 1890, the 

Manitoba government adopted an 

act to separate schools for 

Francophones in Manitoba. The 

Francophones contested with the 

support of Francophones in 

Quebec. 



Regulation 17
In 1912, the Ontario government 

adopted Regulation 17 which had the 

objective of making sure that instruction 

was given mostly in English. Instruction in 

French was limited to the first two years 

of elementary school. It was only in 1927 

that Franco ONtarians were allowed to 

receive instruction primarily in French 







Changes in indigenous policies 
The government began to increase its control over indigenous populations. They 

amended the Indian act and added more controlling measures. They continued the policy 

of assimilation. 



The Inuit population 

As Quebec, Ontario and Manitoba had their borders stretched to 

the North in 1912, the federal government began to discuss who 

was legally responsible for the Inuit. It was in 1939 that the 

Supreme Court ruled that the Inuit should be considered 

“Indians”. They were still not fully made subject to the Indian 

Act. The federal government did try to help the Inuit in later 

years when they needed medical services and help with 

administration 



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gbm8_m4txKY

