
Chapter 3

Modernization of Quebec(1945-1980)

Population and society



What does this picture represent?



Influence of American Culture

● American culture was spreading through 

movies and TV, even making its way to 

Quebec
○ Hollywood movies portrayed the image of 

a rich, prosperous America

○ This was an America where the middle 

class families all owned cars ad 

appliances

○ This was a life based on consumption and 

material comfort 



Influence of American Culture

● American influence created a mass culture

● American lifestyle, attitude, values and behaviours 

influenced the western world with the ideas that 

were seen in Hollywood and on the big screen 

● This led to a shift from tradition to modernity 

even during the Duplessis Era



Increased Purchasing Power
● In the Post-war world, workers were in a very good 

place: their salaries increased faster than the cost of 

living
○ This led to an increase in purchasing power, allowing 

Quebecers to consume more

● Consumer credit was also growing as credit cards 

became more common 

● Advertising became a popular way of encouraging 

people to buy products



Advertising 
● Advertising became more present in public 

and private spaces
○ It appeared in newspapers, magazines, in 

neon lights, on the radio, and on tv
○ Images and slogans invaded all spaces

● Advertising is a form of mass communication
○ It speeds up the spreading of new products or 

ideas
○ Encourages people to adopt specific 

behaviours, such as buying certain products 



Advertisement for Ford 

Would this commercial convince 

you to buy a car? 

What has changed about car 

commercials?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a4TLSBolPVc




Baby Boom
● Natural growth 

○ The difference between the number of births and the 

number of deaths in a specific time period

○ For example, Canada’s birth rate in 1952 was 30.7 per 

1000 inhabitants 

● From 1945-1972, Quebec welcomed 2 million children 

into the world. This was a major increase in the birth 

rate

● This occurred for three reasons
○ Women were having more children 

○ People were getting married young

○ The Great Depression and the War were over and 

couples were able to reunite, they also now could see 

a brighter future for their possible children



● This big increase in 

births is known as 

the baby boom

● The baby boom was 

not only occurring in 

Quebec, but also in 

Canada, Europe and 

the USA

Baby Boom









Residential Schools
● In the 1950s, new residential schools were 

created in Quebec
○  The goal of the schools was to assimilate 

Indigenous children 

○ This would have terrible repercussions both 

socially and culturally for these children

● Residential schools were built later in 

Quebec than the rest of Canada
○ This is due to political factors. Quebec’s 

Compulsory School Act in 1943 required all 

students to go to school

○ This led to the construction of residential 

schools



Residential Schools
● Most of Quebec’s residential schools 

were built in the 1950s and 1960s

● 10 Catholic residential schools 

opened in the province

● Teaching consisted of basic 

instruction; focusing on instilling the 

Catholic religion and European 

values in Indigenous children

● In 1969, the government ended its 

partnership with the church and 

these schools became secular 



Canadian Sovereignty in the Arctic
● Canada has claimed Arctic sovereignty since the 19th century
● It became hard for Canada to assert its rights over the territory it did not occupy even 

though they had many expeditions in the Arctic
○ Both the USA and Norway carried out more expeditions and discovered more than Canada 

did at this time

● International law: does not recognize a state’s sovereignty (authority) over an area 
just because they put a flag
○ They also need to occupy and administer the territory

● Canada took a few measures to assert its sovereignty over the Arctic
○ Opened Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) detachements (sections which police a 

certain area)
○ In 1950, a weather station was built at the north end of Ellesmere Island. It later became a 

Canadian Forces Station Alert in the 1960s (military base)

● In the 1950s, the government established an Inuit population in the remote, icy 
north. 
○ They pressured 19 Inuit from the Hudson Bay region to relocate to the High Arctic. The 

government claimed the area was rich in resources
○ What actually happened was that the Inuit families were abandoned in a hostile territory 

where many suffered from starvation due to the lack of resources and lack of experience of 
such harsh conditions 

○ Those who survived were moved back south 20 years later



Map of the Arctic





First nations right to vote

Indigenous people were given the right to vote 

if they renounced their status from 1867 

onwards. It was finally in 1960 that  Indigenous 

people got the right to vote without any 

restrictions. 


