
Chapter 3

The Cold War





Post WWII

● World War II ended in 1945: the Allies won against Germany and 

Japan.
○ Allied powers: United Kingdom,the United States, the Soviet Union 

and China

■  These allies were called the “Four Policemen” by US President  

Roosevelt

● The alliance ended after the war, it did not last. 

● The entire world was divided into two ideological groups

● Although the economy began to thrive post-war, there were many 

social struggles which emerged. 



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y78IvUr2cPM


Cold War (1945-1991)
● The Cold War was a time of political confrontation and tension

○  Between the two groups that the world was divided into. 
● Eastern Bloc (Led by USSR)

○ Union of Society Socialist Republic(USSR) and the countries in which it 
installed communist governments: Albania, East Germany, Bulgaria, Hungary, 
Poland, Romania, and Czechoslovakia.

○ Increase of military power
● Western Bloc (Led by USA)

○ In 1949, fear of Soviet expansion in Europe
○ North Atlantic Treaty Organization(NATO): Military alliance signed by 

Belgium, Canada, France, Denmark,Iceland,Italy, Luxembourg, the 
Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, the United Kingdom, and the United States 
(Capitalist governments)
■ Objective of NATO is to protect the safety and freedom of all its 

members through political and military means



Division of Europe during the Cold War

● Green: Western Bloc
● Orange: Eastern Bloc
● Black lines: Iron Curtain

Iron Curtain

○ The border between the Eastern Bloc 
and the Western Bloc



Cold War(1945-1991)
Why was it called the Cold War?

● Both superpowers ended up 

possessing nuclear arsenal (atomic 

bombs and later hydrogen bombs) so 

destructive that if they attacked each 

other it would be catastrophic.  

● It was called the Cold War because 

America and the USSR never directly  

attacked each other  with nuclear 

weapons. 

● There were regional conflicts (proxy 

wars)such as the Korean 

War(1950-1953)



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yxaegqvl4aE


Canada’s Contribution 

● Canada was involved in the Cold War since it 

was participating in NATO

● The country provided fighter planes and 

soldiers to defend West Germany. 

● In 1945, the Canadian government uncovered 

a soviet espionage(spy) network that had 

infiltrated American, British and Canadian 

organization. 



Sidenote: Diefenbunker
● Found in Ottawa

● Built between 1959-1961

●  Part of Prime Minister John 

Diefenbaker’s reaction to the tensions 

of the Cold War

● Its purpose was to hold important 

members of government and military if 

Canada was attacked by nuclear 

weapons as well as for top secret 

communications

● It goes 75 feet under the ground and 

has four levels

● It was established as a historic site in 

1994, founded as a museum in 1997 

and also has an escape game. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y78IvUr2cPM






http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D1p_UwUJG4Y


Berlin Wall
● At the end of WWII, Berlin was divided

○ The Western part was split into parts controlled by the 

US, France, and Britain. They later merged to form the 

Federal Republic of Germany(1949)

○ The Soviets  controlled the Eastern part. 

○ Later in 1949, the USSR created the German 

Democratic Republic

● Berlin Wall built in 1961 after people were escaping 

the GDR to West Berlin. More than 5000 managed to 

reach after the wall was built, but many also died 

when they tried to escape
○ The Berlin wall was taken down in 1989

● The USSR was weakened at this point. The Cold War 

ended in 1991 when the Soviet Union was dissolved 





http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A9fQPzZ1-hg



