
World War 1

Chapter 2 



How did World War One 
begin?





MAIN causes of war
Military, Alliances, Imperialism 

and Nationalism 



Militarism 

The late nineteenth century was an era of 

military competition between major 

European powers 

The policy of building a stronger military was 

judged relative to neighbours 

While Germany looked to expand its navy, the 

British always maintained the most superior 

navy 



Alliances
Many alliances developed 

between 1870 and 1914 basically 

creating two camps 

● The Triple Alliance of 1882 

linking Germany , 

Austria-Hungary and Italy 

● The Triple Entente of 1907 

linked France, Britain and 

Russia



Imperialism 
Imperial competition pushed the countries 

towards adopting alliances

● Colonies could be used as areas that could 

be exchanged or bargained for

The expansion of British and French empires and 

the rise of industrialization caused some 

resentment in Germany 



Nationalism 

Nationalism was also a new and powerful 

source of tension in Europe

● Nationalism created new areas of 

interest over which nations could 

compete

It was Serbian nationalism that created 

the trigger cause of World War I 



European national interests
At the beginning of the 20th century, European nations 

dominated world power, but the continent was not 

united 

● There were many issues that led to tensions among 

European nations

● The rise of nationalism fueled patriotic ambitions: 

the French wanted to take over a region that they 

had previously ceded to Germany 

● France, the UK and Germany were against each 

other while trying to secure raw materials to 

support their industrial revolutions 



Concern over Germany 

Both France and the UK were concerned about 

Germany’s economy booms 

All these countries began becoming more 

militarized for self defence in case war broke 

out, this began an arms race among the 

European nations 



Formation of military alliances and military 
strategies 
In 1882, Germany, 

Austria-Hungary and Italy 

formed the Triple Alliance 

In opposition to the 

alliance, the United 

Kingdom, France, and 

Russia came to form the 

Triple Entente in 1907







Start of WWI

● On June 28, 1914 Franz Ferdinand 
the archduke of Austria (future 
ruler) was assassinated by a Serbian 
nationalist
○ Gavrilo Princip shot and killed the 

heir to the Austro-Hungarian 
throne in protest against Austrian 
rule in Bosnia 

○ Prior wars had led to Bosnia and 
Serbia being under administration 
of Austria 





Start of war 

● In response, Austria Hungary declared 

war on Serbia, setting off a chain of 

events that enrolled most of Europe and 

its colonies in the first global industrial 

conflict

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oEvuMhP2CuA


Start of war

● The United Kingdom declared war on 

Germany on August 4 and on Austria 

Hungary on August 12

● Italy remained neutral until it joined the 

Triple Entente in 1915 (switching sides 

from the Triple Alliance)

● As a dominion of the British Empire, 

Canada was also at war with Germany







Italy was part of the 

Triple Alliance since the 

1880s

It remained neutral until 

1915 when it  joined the 

Triple Entente 





Wartime government 
What was happening in 

Canada during World War I? 



Wartime Government

Although in 1914 Canada only had a 

military of about 3000 men and only 

two ships in its navy, the Canadian 

government had already increased its 

defence budget since 1897 and was 

ready to spend money for war 



War Measures Act
In 1914, Canadian Parliament unanimously passed the 

War Measures Act.  This allowed the federal government 

under Robert Borden to bypass Parliament and govern 

by decree rather than the democratic process





Under the War Measures Act
● With this Act, Ottawa imposed new taxes and 

levies to finance the war effort 
● All Canadian envoys sent to Europe were an 

important part of the British Army  and under its 
command 

● Ottawa took advantage of its powers in 1916 to 
create the Ministry of Overseas Military Forces to 
organize the dispatch and maintenance of 
Canadian soldiers abroad 

These initiatives allowed Canada to assert its 
independence from the United Kingdom, showing its 
capacity to administer its own military forces abroad 



War Measures Act
The War Measures Act made it possible to detain Germans, 

Austro-Hungarians and Turks suspected of espionage in internment 

camps. During WWI, Canada created 24 internment camps 

● Immigrants who who had come from enemy countries (Germany, 

Austria, Turkey) could be held in these camps when they were 

suspected to be working for the enemy 

The government could tell a factory to stop producing farm products and 

start manufacturing arms and  ammunition instead



Canada’s economy 

When war broke out,  Canada’s economy slowed as 

foreign capital into the country was reduced at first

However eventually, the war’s impact on employment 

was beneficial to the economy 

● More than 32,000 men volunteered to serve which 

lowered the unemployment rate since many of 

them were unemployed 



Enlistment of French Canadians

There was low enlistment in French Canada, 

pushing Borden’s government to use 

propaganda to encourage more 

francophones to join the army 

He created the first French-Canadian 

regiment in 1914- the 22nd Battalion whose 

motto was Je me souviens



Propaganda 



Military support 
At the beginning of the war, most Canadians supported Ottawa’s military 

engagement- even the clergy and charitable organizations urged people to join the 

army 

Wilfrid Laurier, leader of the opposition (Liberals) at the time spoke for most of the 

population and said:



War propaganda activity 
● How were these different 

posters attempting to get 
people to support the war?
●  What are the different 
messages of the posters and 
who are the different groups 

they are meant for? 
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What were these propaganda 
posters trying to accomplish? 
How would they make people 

feel? 



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PbwH1ZBnYds

