Read chapter Il of my Alice story carefully. Then follow the outline for analytical

writing that is on the English page of our website. Dig deep to get to the real meaning -
what is really happening in the story. What symbolism is there? (Re-read chapter one
and two of miy Alice stories - you should have theam to help guida you.)

Alice {lerry) by James Watts, Movember 2022

Kindargartamn is & tima for fun, play, l=arning, developing friandaﬁpa. &nd dizcowary. For
Alice, & sulky, shy, and gquiet girl, it wes none of these, She rarely apoke, nevar smiled, and
refused to make friends. When the entire class actively engaged in leaming, Alice sat an
hier handa, motionless, head bant until her dark heir coverad her faca. Atlunch, she pickad
&t har cheess sandwich with her tiny fingara - nails chewed to the point of bleeding.

Miss Judy noticad but weas not owarly concerned. After five years of snotty moses, “wet”
panta, crying kids, bruised kneas, and the occasional hug from confused kids who mistook
hiar for "maorm,” Mies ludy had asan it all. "She'll engage whan aha'a ready,” the kind teachear
essurad Alica's parants.

All the students igmorad Alice except fur&gy\,the menas girl from Germary, and larry, the
clazs cloam. I::f_ms-.ut riet to Alica and silantly pesaed herthings like pleydoh, colorad
pencils, and Lago blocks. E}ﬂdidn‘t gpeak much English, and Alice didn't spaak, so thair
communication was non-verbel. Alice had long, black hair and dull, dark eyes, while Em
was blonde with shimy, dancing blue eyes — a study of opposites. When the teacher playad
rriusic, Alice's body weant rigid, but gmmnnad: and could she evar danca. She bopped
around the classroom like she wes possessed.

Jermy wes big for his age and, 85 one of the teachers said, "dumb as & sack of hammers!"
Mizs Judy suzpactad that he would eventuslly becomea the school bully. Jarry mada fun of
Alica. He stood behind har and made facea, causing the other children to leugh. Whan the
teachar wasn't looking, Jermy poked Alice, kicked har under the teble, and somatimes atole
her sendwich. Alice newer flinched, mevar retelisted, never reported him to the teacher. Mot
even when he pulled her hair or spit on her chair before sha aat down.

It waas Friday, and the Kindergartener's first fiald trip of the year. Mias Judy prepped the
studants for weeks. "We will take the meatro downtown to the art gallery” she explained,
trying to genarata excitarnant. Some studants hed bean on the metro befors bt were all
excitad. With Miss Judy leeding and Miss Rogan trailing, they made thair wey from the
achool to the metro station, stopping at red lights, crossing the road togethar as they had
been taught, hamging on tightly in pairs to Miss Judy's long red rope. They locked like a giant
snake with 22 heeds bobbing up and down.



Through the turnstile and down the stairs slithered the class with Mizs Judy hushing them
from the front and Miss Rogan shushing them from the back. Finally, they stood side by
side, "one step back from the long yellow lime." This is something they precticed in class,
repaatedly. “If you get too close, the metre can pop off wour head,” lerry warmead hia
clazametes. Whean Mias Judy sensed the rush of air as the train entered the stetion, she
reelad in the rope.

Suddenty there was a scream. Miss Judy and Miss Rogan looked at the same time and froze
in horros. In the middle of the trecks was lerny, facedown, ama and legs flailing. &And tham it
wwas over. The train camea to & complate stop in the station. The teachears aprang into ection,
urging the childran to step back against the station wall. Miss Judy dialed 9-1-1. Miss Judy
says thet evanything went still and quist — but the oppoaite was trua. There was & chaotic
confusion of flaghing lights, clanging bells, lLoud sirens, and yeling voices. The next thing
gither teacher can truthfully remamber is being back in their classroom with parents and
police. Almost evenyone was crying.

Later that wask, the police came by to show the principal the video of the "incident.” There
ware two camera anglas. Both showed Jarmy fooling around, slipping, and felling onto the
trecks. "It was & horrible accident,” the principal asswred the parents and the governing
board. "We will revienw our field trip procedures to anaure thia never happens again”

Whan she arrivad home, firat-year university student Maxime Ramder scrolled through har
pictures until she came to the video she hed taken on her way to school. She expended the
view and watched carafully as the metro roared into the station. She peused the clip. Yes,
there it wes. She had sean comectly. Seconds befora the chubby boy alipped onto the
tracks, & little, pala hand reached out, touched the boy's back, and gave him a wicked
showve. In the same frame, Masime noticed & small, dark-haired girl, and shea was smiling.
Maxirna put har phone away end amilad too.



