
The year is 1840. The British colonies of Upper and 
Lower Canadaare about to undergo a major change.

What is the political, economic and social situation at 
the beginning of the year 1840?

How do the events in previous years and centuries 
explain the situation?
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1608 to 1760
Today in America, and particularly in Québec, people live in 
French, and many of their cultural traits are a heritage of a colonial 
society implanted by France during the 17th century.

At the beginning of the 17th century, France (mother country) 
initiated the colonization of the territory of New France (colony).



1608 to 1760
This colonization, which had a slow start, was initially put in the 
hands of the fur-trading companies. However, in 1663, Royal 
Government was established and the State took control over 
the settlement of New France. In the course of many 
explorations, the territory of the colony stretched to Louisiana, 
thus creating rivalries with England.

At the end of the 17th century, four intercolonial wars broke out 
between New France and the Thirteen British Colonies. The last 
intercolonial war, the War of Conquest, definitively sealed the 
faith of New France. In 1760 the French colony ended up in the 
hands of the British.



French territory in America



An economic theory from the 16th and 17th centuries that 
ÂÁÓÅÓ Á ÎÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÐÒÏÓÐÅÒÉÔÙ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÁÃÃÕÍÕÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÇÏÌÄ ÁÎÄ 
silver (precious metals).
üFor the king of France, colonies served to increase his wealth and 
power.
üColonies would send raw materials (furs, fish, tobacco, cotton) to 
the mother country. The industries would transform the raw 
materials into valuable goods (furs into felt hats) and sell them.
üThe mother country sold these goods to other European nations 
and to their own colonies.

Mercantilism



Mercantilism



2 opposing views of colonization

1) TRADING POST COLONY
üA colony should be commercialɀits only 

role is to supply the mother country with 
raw materials.

üFurs= a valuable resource that could be 
sold to make good profit.

üThe colony = a few trading posts operated 
by a few European men (temporary 
occupation of the territory).

üSettlers = competitors! Companies would 
lose money because of the farmers who 
would clear the forests and drive the 
animals away.

2) SETTLEMENT COLONY
üA colony should be permanently settled by 

European colonists and developed (exploit 
raw materials), be prosperousand similar to 
the mother country.

üThe colony = farms + villages + towns.

üFarmers, merchants, priests, soldiers, and 
administrators.



King of France 
(Henry IV)
ÅWants to be rich 

and powerful
ÅWants to 

colonize but no 
money

The Company of 
100 Associates
ÅWants to be rich

MONOPOLY of the fur trade in New France

(1) Colonize New France (4,000 colonists in 15 years)
(2) Share the profits with the king
(3) Convert Natives to Catholicism



MONOPOLY of the fur trade in New France





Europeansȭ ÍÁÉÎ economicactivity in North
Americaat the beginning of the 16th century

FISHING
and
WHALING



FUR 
TRADE

Europeansȭ ÍÁÉÎ economicactivity in North
Americaat the beginning of the 17th century



The fur t rade



Fishing(cod)

Fur trade: 70% of exports



The fur t rade



MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTION

What was the name of the first permanent settlement 
in New France?

A. Paris

B. Québec

C. Trois-Rivières



MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTION

Who founded the first permanent settlement in New 
France?

A. Samuel de Champlain

B. Samuel de Québec

C. Samuel L. Jackson



MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTION

When was the first permanent settlement founded in 
New France?

A. 1608

B. 1634

C. 1642



MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTION

What was the main motive of Champlain for 
establishing a permanent settlement at Québec?

A. Political motive (get more power)

B. Commercial motive (get rich with the fur trade)

C. Religious motive (convert Natives to Catholicism)



The first permanent settlements



ÅQuébec (1608 ɀSamuel de Champlain):first permanent settlement in N.F. 





Why did the trading companiesnot 
bring many settlers to New France?

=





Population of New France in 1627

96 men 11 women



MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTION

What was the name of the second permanent 
settlement in New France?

A. Trois-Rivières

B. Ville-Marie

C. Timbuktu



MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTION

Who founded the second permanent settlement in 
New France?

A. Latulipe

B. Larose

C. Laviolette



MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTION

When was the second permanent settlement founded 
in New France?

A. 1608

B. 1634

C. 1642



MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTION

What was the main motive of Laviolette for 
establishing a permanent settlement at Trois-Rivières?

A. Political motive (get more power)

B. Commercial motive (get rich with the fur trade)

C. Religious motive (convert Natives to Catholicism)



ɆTrois-Rivières (1634 ɀLaviolette):



Seigneurial system



ÅSystem put in place 
by the Company of 
100 Associates.

ÅSame way of 
developing the land 
as in France.

ÅAllowed for the 
organization of the 
territory as well as 
the population.







3ÅÉÇÎÅÕÒÉÅ ÄÅ Ìȭ_ÌÅ-de-Montréal (1636-1859)



FARM 
ACTIVITIES

Winter

Less outside work, 
women made 

clothes, men made 
tools and furniture, 

parties.

Spring

Sowing.

Summer

Harvesting 
crops.

Fall

Preserving 
food and men 

prepared 
firewood for 
the winter.



CatholicChurch



The roles of the Church in New France
ɆReligious roles:
üProvide religious services to the colony (weddings, baptisms, 
funerals)

üConvert the Natives to Christianity.



The roles of the Church in New France
ɆSocial roles:
üTake care of education

üTake care of the sick (hospitals)

üHelp the poor and less fortunate.



The roles of the Church in New France
ɆEconomic role:
üCollecting the tithe (church tax)

üOwning some seigneuries
üFor example the Sulpiciensowned the Seigneurie de Ìȭ_ÌÅ-de-Montréal.



ÅCurrent of thought: Catholicism

üThe Roman Catholic Church helped to develop the colony 
and manage the spiritual lives of the colonists. 

üReligion was an important part of life in New France.



MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTION

What was the name of the third permanent settlement 
in New France?

A. Ottawa

B. Ville-Marie

C. Laval



MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTION

Who founded the third permanent settlement in New 
France?

A. Maisonneuve and Jeanne Mance

B. Maisonnouvelleand Marie Jeanne

C. Sherbrooke and Marguerite Bourgeoys



MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTION

When was the third permanent settlement founded in 
New France?

A. 1608

B. 1634

C. 1642



MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTION

What was the main motive of Maisonneuve and Jeanne 
Mancefor establishing a permanent settlement at 
Ville-Marie?

A. Political motive (get more power)

B. Commercial motive (get rich with the fur trade)

C. Religious motive (convert Natives to Catholicism)



ɆVille-Marie / Montréal                                               
(1642 ɀJeanne Mance& Maisonneuve):



First Nations 
warfare and diplomacy



Franco-Aboriginal Alliance of 1603
ɆImportant economic and military alliance between Indigenous 
peoples and the French(Champlain present) in Tadoussac.

ɆWould strengthen the Innus, Malecite and Algonquinsȭ ÍÉÌÉÔÁÒÙ 
power against the Iroquois.



Franco-Huron Alliance of 1616
ɆChamplain formed an economic alliance with the Huronswho 
were important partners in the fur trade.

ɆThis alliance was also a military one ɀthe French accepted to 
support the Huronsagainst their traditional enemy the Iroquois 
Confederacy(allied with the Dutch and later with the English).



Trade alliances between the French 
and Aboriginal peoples



Political alliances between the French 
and Aboriginal peoples



ÅThe control of the fur 
trade was at the heart of 
the conflicts.

ÅThe Iroquois Wars 
opposed the Iroquois 
Confederacy and the 
French + Indigenous allies 
(mid-17th century).

Defeat of the Iroquois at Lake 
Champlain, 1609



War and diseases decimated Aboriginal populations 
(near disappearance of Huronia, 1648 to 1650)



European diseases depleted 
Aboriginal populations
Å1620-1650: the Native population 

in the St. Lawrence Valley dropped 
from 4,500 people to 2,000 people

ÅSmallpox, typhus, cholera, 
chickenpox, and influenza (flu).



Religious role of the Church 
in New France

Catholic missionaries(Récollets, Jesuits) were given the task to 
convert the Aboriginal peoples of New France to Christianity 
(evangelization)
ɆLived among the native communities

ɆLearned native tongues

ɆTaught Catholicism ɀdomiciliés(converted Natives)

ɆTaught French

ɆTried but overall failed to get Aboriginals to adopt the sedentary 
way of life of the French colonists 



Religious role of the Church 
in New France

A village of Native domiciliés,     
circa 1745



ÅAcculturation: 
assimilation into a foreign 
culture in part or in full 
(French tools, clothing, 
weapons, religion)

ÅMétis





Signing of the Great Peace of Montréal 
(1701)

ÅSigned in Montréal
ÅEnded the Iroquois 

Warsbetween the 
Iroquois Confederacy 
and the French + 
Native allies

ÅUnited about 40 
Aboriginal nations 
and  the French.



Royal Government
(1663-1760)



MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTION

What is the name of the political regime
under which the king of France had all the 
power, because this power was believed to be 
granted by God?

A. Absolutism

B. Mercantilism

C. Royal Government


