1970s: Crisis, nationalism, and identity

1.0ctober Crisis (1970) - FLQ kidnappings and the War Measures Act imposed in Québec

2.Election of Robert Bourassa (1970) - Liberal government begins modernization reforms

3.James Bay Project begins (early 1970s) — Massive hydroelectric development in northern Québec
4.James Bay and Northern Québec Agreement (1975) - Landmark agreement with Indigenous peoples
5.Parti Québécois elected (1976) - First sovereigntist government under René Lévesque

6.Bill 101 - Charter of the French Language (1977) - French becomes official language



Robert Bourassa

July 14, 1933 - October 2, 1996

lawyer and politician

22nd premier of Quebec : 1970to 1976
and from 1985 to 1994.

Liberal Party of Quebec,




1970 October Crisis

James Bay Hydroelectric Project (1971): a massive hydro plan to make Quebec a "hydroelectric superpower".

Social and Legal Reforms: Quebec Council on the Status of Women (1973), the Quebec Charter of Human
Rights (1975).

Language Policy (Bill 22): made French the official language of Quebec, setting the stage for future language
legislation.

Meech Lake Accord (1987-1990): Negotiated a constitutional agreement to bring Quebec into the 1982
Constitution with "distinct society" status, which ultimately failed to be ratified.

Oka Crisis (Summer 1990): Managed the armed standoff between Mohawk warriors, Quebec police, and the
army

Language Policy (Bill 178): Passed legislation allowing French-only outdoor commercial signs, invoking the
notwithstanding clause to navigate earlier court rulings.

Charlottetown Accord (1992): Championed another, failed attempt at constitutional reform, which was
rejected in a national referendum


https://plq.org/en/history/robert-bourassa/



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fShsLqN01A0



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t3BO4gIQXVU



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RbcwlbGRcCM
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Royal Charlottetown
Proclamation RO Canada Act Accord

| 1840 1931 1987

® ® e ° ° . ®
1755 1763 1867 1982 1992 2000
Statute of Meech Lake

Act of Union -
Westminster Accord









Meech Lake
Accord
1987- 1990




An effort an agreement
between the Federal and
Provincial Governments

To recognize Quebec as a
distinct society within
Canada, authorizing the
government to preserve and
promote this identity.




Elijah Harper - Manitoba Clyde Wells - Newfoundland



Charlottetown

Accord ]
1992 | ,§




Goal of Charlottetown accord:

To change Canada’s constitution
for Quebec and Indigenous
peoples

Defeated in a national
referendum




2000s: Economic reform and globalization

Bernard Landry premiership (2001) - Economic nationalism and globalization policies
Jean Charest elected (2003) - Liberal government introduces reforms

Student protests and tuition debates (mid-2000s) - Growing activism

Reasonable Accommodation Debate (2007) - Identity and multiculturalism discussions

Bouchard-Taylor Commission (2007-2008) — Examines cultural accommodation







Bernard Landry
(PQ)

e 1937-2018
 Sherbrooke

e Teacher

* Premier 2001- 2003

* Strong separatist




Jean Charest
(Liberal)

1958 -
Sherbrooke

Lawyer
Premier 2003-2012
Plan du Nord — Natural resources

Environmentalist
Student strike




2010s: Social movements
and political shifts
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Student “Maple Spring” protests (2012) — Massive demonstrations against tuition hikes




Pauline Marois (PQ)

(2012) — First
female premier of
Québec




Philippe Couillard
(Liberal)

e 1957 — Montreal
* Neurosurgeon
* Premier 2014-2018

e 2017 Bill 62, a Quebec ban on
face covering.




Francois Legault

(CAQ)

* 1957 in Montreal
* Air Transat
 CAQ-2011

* Premier 2018-2026




Charter of
Values debate
(2013-2014) -

Secularism

controversy

Not allowed




Bill 21

March 28, 2019, ban public
workers in positions of
authority from wearing
religious symbols.

On May 2, 2024, The billwas
renewed by using

the notwithstanding clause for
five more years until 2029.



What's your view: Should the state
enforce strict secularism in public
institutions?

[P
canapa



Public Health Measures &
First Wave:

The province went into
lockdown in mid-March,
closing schools and non-
essential businesses.

The virus hit eldercare
homes (CHSLDs)
devastatingly hard, leading
to over \(7,600\) new cases
and hundreds of deaths in
the first months.

Masks became mandatory
inindoor public spaces by
July.







DAILY COVID CASES
IN QUEBEC

March 1, 2020 to Jan. 6, 2021

Includes Dec. 25
and Dec. 26.

March April May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec.
SOURCE: PUBLIC HEALTH AGENCY OF CANADA NATIONAL POST
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March 12
2020

Estimated no. of cumulative deaths

(scenarios as of April 7)

@ Scenario A (optimistic) Scenario B (pessimistic)

April 6, 2020:
150 deaths

Scenario B

Projections are based on
an anticipated rate of decline
after a plateau in the number
of new cases at around April 18

Scenario A
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Bill 96 (2022) - Strengthening of French language laws

Significantly tightened the Charter of the French Language (Bill 101). It establishes French as the sole official
and common language of the province

Business: Companies with 25 or more employees must undergo a formal Francisation process to ensure French
is the language of the workplace.

Signage: Commercial signs, posters, and outdoor advertising featuring non-French trademarks are required to

make French "markedly predominant” (taking up twice the space of other languages).

Contracts & Legal: Contracts must be presented in French first. Only after examining the French version can the
parties mutually agree to use another language.

Government Services: Provincial government institutions must communicate exclusively in French, with limited
exceptions (e.g., for historical English-speaking communities, new immigrants within their first six months, or

Indigenous communities).

Penalties: Businesses face significantly increased penalties for non-compliance ($3K - $30K fines)
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Rank #

Premier

12

Incumbency <+

Dates in power #

Mandates ¢

12

Party

1936-8-26—1939-11-8

Maurice Duplessis!@l 18 years, 82 days 5 Union Nationale
1944-8-30-1959-9-7

Louis-Alexandre Taschereau 15 years, 338 days | 1920-7-9-1936-6-11 4 Liberal

Lomer Gouin 15 years, 108 days | 1905-3-23—-1920-7-9 4 Liberal
1970-5-12-1976-11-25 _

Robert Bourassa 14 years, 227 days 4 Liberal
1985-12-12—-1994-1-11

Jean Charest 9 years, 143 days | 2003-4-29-2012-9-19 3 Liberal

René Lévesque 8 years, 312 days | 1976-11-25-1985-10-3 | 2 Parti Québécois

Francois Legault 7 years, 179 days | 2018-10-18-2026-04-15 | 2 Coalition Avenir Québec

Jean Lesage 5 years, 346 days | 1960-7-5—-1966-6-16 2 Liberal

Pierre-Joseph-Olivier Chauveau | 5 years, 225 days | 1867-07-15-1873-02-25 | 2 Conservative

Lucien Bouchard

5 years, 38 days

1996-1-29-2001-3-8

Parti Québécois

1936-6-11-1936-8-26

Adélard Godbout 5 years, 7 days 1 Liberal
1939-11-8-1944-8-30

Honoré Mercier 4 years, 326 days | 1887-01-29-1891-12-21 | 1 Liberal

Philippe Couillard 4 years, 178 days | 2014-4-23-2018-10-18 | 1 Liberal




Charles Boucher de Boucherville

4 years, 163 days

1874-09-22-1878-03-08
1891-12-21-1892-12-16

Conservative

Simon-Napoléon Parent

4 years, 121 days

1900-10-3—1905-3-23

Liberal

Louis-Olivier Taillon

3 years, 151 days

1887-01-25-1887-01-29
1892-12-16-1896-5-11

Conservative

Félix-Gabriel Marchand!(@!

3 years, 124 days

1897-5-24-1900-9-25

Liberal

John Jones Ross

3 years, 2 days

1884-01-23—-1887-01-25

Conservative

Joseph-Adolphe Chapleau

2 years, 273 days

1879-10-31-1882-07-31

Conservative

Daniel Johnson Sr.[@]

2 years, 102 days

1966-6-16—1968-9-26

Union Nationale

Bernard Landry

2 years, 52 days

2001-3-8-2003-4-29

Parti Québécois

Henri-Gustave Joly de Lotbiniére

1 year, 237 days

1878-03-08-1879-10-31

Liberal

Jean-Jacques Bertrand

1 year, 222 days

1968-10-2-1970-5-12

Union Nationale

Pauline Marois

1 year, 216 days

2012-9-19-2014-4-23

Parti Québécois

Gédéon Ouimet

1 year, 207 days

1873-02-27-1874-09-22

Conservative

Joseph-Alfred Mousseau

1 year, 176 days

1882-07-31-1884-01-23

Conservative

Jacques Parizeau

1 year, 125 days

1994-9-26-1996-1-29

Parti Québécois

Edmund James Flynn

1 year, 13 days

1896-5-11-1897-5-24

Conservative

Daniel Johnson Jr.

0 years, 258 days

1994-1-11—-1994-9-26

Liberal

Antonio Barrette

0 years, 179 days

1960-1-8-1960-7-5

Union Nationale

Paul Sauvél@

0 years, 113 days

1959-9-11-1960-1-2

Union Nationale

E Pierre Marc Johnson

0 years, 70 days

1985-10-3—1985-12-12

Parti Québécois

Christine Fréchette (incumbent)

32 days

2026-04-15—present

Coalition Avenir Québec




The next Quebec provincial general
election is scheduled for October 5, 2026.

General elections are held on the first
Monday in October of the fourth year
following the last election.

An early general election may be held
before that date.
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