
World War One (part 2)

Chapter 2



Today: 
● Canada during the war

● Conscription
● End of the war

● Halifax explosion 



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dHSQAEam2yc


What was happening in 
Canada during World War 

1? 



Men and women in the war effort

Everyone expected World War I to end 

quickly

● Canadians joined the front lines feeling 

positive and confident

Instead, the war dragged on because the 

dugout trenches and machine guns made it 

easier for defence rather than to conquer

By the fall of 1914, both sides were heavily 

relying on trench warfare



Financing the war
Canada needed to figure out how to get more 

money to finance the war 

Canada launched the Victory Loan Campaign to 

sell Victory Bonds

● Canadian citizens and businesses could lend 

money to the government which would 

repay the loan 5,10 or 20 years later with 

interest

●  The government raised around $2 billion 

Canada also introduced personal income tax in 

1917 to finance government needs



Changes at home in Canada
Canadians were required to avoid various goods and 

commodities to send them to soldiers in Europe

● Gasoline was rationed

● Butter was requisitioned ( government controlled 

amounts)

● Bakers used substitute flour

● Many foods including some fruit were no longer 

imported 

● Railway workers were forbidden from striking





Canada’s soldiers
The most significant battle for WWI was the 
1917 Battle of Vimy Ridge in France 

● A Canadian army corps  under British 
general took control of a German-held 
area

● They were successful but almost 3600 
died and more than 7000 were 
wounded

The Canadian involvement shows that 
Canada was capable of effectively forming 
and managing an army

It was the first battle that all four divisions 
of the Canadian corps fought together 



Canada’s soldiers

Canada’s active participation served as a 

step towards achieving future 

independence

In total 620,000 Canadian soldiers were 

enlisted in the war of which nearly 425,000 

served in Europe

Around 60,000 died in action



Conscription crisis
When Canada first entered the war, the federal 

government specified that military recruitment would be 

by volunteering only 

In 1916, enlistment declined-especially seen among 

French Canadians who were accused of not doing their 

part for the war

On July 24, 1917, Borden introduces the Military Service 

Act which divided parliament

● Opposed by almost all francophones and 

non-British immigrants 

●  Supported by anglophones and British immigrants



Military Service Act

Borden’s party had a majority in all of Canada 

except for Quebec, so he was able to push the Act 

through Parliament

● The consequence of this law was conscription 

being imposed making all men between 20-35 

to enlist for the army (unmarried or widowers 

without children)





Conscription crisis
Conscription divided the country

● French Canadians,farmers, unionized workers and 

non anglophone immigrants were opposed to it and 

saw it as a betrayal by the government who had 

promised the military service would be voluntary 

● Henri Bourassa was opposed to conscription

● Opposition to conscription wa so strong in Quebec 

that in January 1918, Joseph Francoeur of the 

legislative assembly presented a motion for 

Quebec to withdraw from Canada



Conscription Crisis

In March 1918, an anti conscription 

demonstration in the city of 

Quebec turned into a riot

Soldiers were ordered to fire into 

the crowd, killing four men

Ottawa refused to change and 

conscription remained in effect



Was the Act successful? 

The Military Service Act was not 
very effective

Over the time it was in place, the 
average recruitment per month 
was around the same as it had 
been before conscription 



End of WWI
WWI ended on November 11, 1918 and was 

made official with the Treaty of Versailles in 

June of 1919

● Canada signing this treaty was an 

important symbol of its autonomy in 

external affairs and diplomatic 

relationships, becoming a member of the 

League of Nations

● The goal of the League of Nations was to 

prevent another world war







Halifax explosion
Mont Blanc was moving into 
the harbour after being stuck 
outside the harbour for the 
night 

Imo was leaving the Basin 
headed to New York

They struck each other due to 
miscommunication in the 
Narrows



Halifax explosion

The Mont Blanc caught fire as the crew 

jumped off the ship yelling in French that 

the people of Halifax did not understand

It was just before 9 am on December 6, 

1917 as people ran to their windows and 

down to the water to see the burning ship

At 9:04 am this ship exploded, felt as far 

away as Cape Breton



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OSuX9RvLq54




http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rw-FbwmzPKo

