
English – Unit 2



Curious 
George

https://www.google.com/search?q=original+curious+george+book&sca_esv=6b855f8d319acd6c&sxsrf=APpeQnv_cwNwTth3OgFQaDuMjxNGbyvmlQ%3A1792448026811&source=hp&ei=GpbWaueULrnKruEPlaGCoA8&iflsig=ABILxe8AAAAAatakKua8u2NFH5p59S5v5LkUOsgc8UGr&ved=0ahUKEwjniaefjceXAxU5pSsGHZWQAPQQ4dUDCCs&uact=5&oq=original+curious+george+book&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6IhxvcmlnaW5hbCBjdXJpb3VzIGdlb3JnZSBib29rMgsQLhiABBiKBRiRAjIGEAAYFhgeMgYQABgWGB4yBhAAGBYYHjIGEAAYFhgeMgYQABgWGB4yBhAAGBYYHjIGEAAYFhgeMgYQABgWGB4yBhAAGBYYHkiCL1AAWIYscAB4AJABAJgBaKAB5xCqAQQyNy4xuAEDyAEA-AEBmAIcoAKBEsICBBAjGCfCAgoQIxjwBRjJAhgnwgILEAAYgAQYigUYkQLCAgsQABiABBixAxiDAcICERAuGIAEGLEDGIMBGMcBGNEDwgIKECMYyQIY8AUYJ8ICDhAuGIAEGMcBGK8BGI4FwgIXEC4YgAQYigUYjQYYsQMYxwEYrwEYjgXCAgUQABiABMICDhAuGIAEGLEDGMcBGNEDwgIOEAAYgAQYigUYsQMYgwHCAggQABiABBixA8ICBBAAGAPCAgUQLhiABMICDhAuGIAEGIoFGLEDGIMBwgILEC4YgAQYxwEYrwHCAggQLhiABBixA8ICChAuGIAEGBQYhwLCAgoQABiABBgUGIcCwgIIEAAYgAQYtAfCAg0QABiABBgUGIcCGLQHwgIIEC4YgAQY5QSYAwCSBwQyNy4xoAeNhwKyBwQyNy4xuAeBEsIHBjAuNS4yM8gHYIAIAQ&sclient=gws-wiz#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:a1c5a634,vid:qM6wfJ7csI4,st:0
https://www.google.com/search?q=original+curious+george+book&sca_esv=6b855f8d319acd6c&sxsrf=APpeQnv_cwNwTth3OgFQaDuMjxNGbyvmlQ%3A1792448026811&source=hp&ei=GpbWaueULrnKruEPlaGCoA8&iflsig=ABILxe8AAAAAatakKua8u2NFH5p59S5v5LkUOsgc8UGr&ved=0ahUKEwjniaefjceXAxU5pSsGHZWQAPQQ4dUDCCs&uact=5&oq=original+curious+george+book&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6IhxvcmlnaW5hbCBjdXJpb3VzIGdlb3JnZSBib29rMgsQLhiABBiKBRiRAjIGEAAYFhgeMgYQABgWGB4yBhAAGBYYHjIGEAAYFhgeMgYQABgWGB4yBhAAGBYYHjIGEAAYFhgeMgYQABgWGB4yBhAAGBYYHkiCL1AAWIYscAB4AJABAJgBaKAB5xCqAQQyNy4xuAEDyAEA-AEBmAIcoAKBEsICBBAjGCfCAgoQIxjwBRjJAhgnwgILEAAYgAQYigUYkQLCAgsQABiABBixAxiDAcICERAuGIAEGLEDGIMBGMcBGNEDwgIKECMYyQIY8AUYJ8ICDhAuGIAEGMcBGK8BGI4FwgIXEC4YgAQYigUYjQYYsQMYxwEYrwEYjgXCAgUQABiABMICDhAuGIAEGLEDGMcBGNEDwgIOEAAYgAQYigUYsQMYgwHCAggQABiABBixA8ICBBAAGAPCAgUQLhiABMICDhAuGIAEGIoFGLEDGIMBwgILEC4YgAQYxwEYrwHCAggQLhiABBixA8ICChAuGIAEGBQYhwLCAgoQABiABBgUGIcCwgIIEAAYgAQYtAfCAg0QABiABBgUGIcCGLQHwgIIEC4YgAQY5QSYAwCSBwQyNy4xoAeNhwKyBwQyNy4xuAeBEsIHBjAuNS4yM8gHYIAIAQ&sclient=gws-wiz#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:a1c5a634,vid:qM6wfJ7csI4,st:0


Lesson 1

Poetry vs. prose?



What is poetry?





Poetry 
compresses 

meaning



Poetry

Makes us slow down

Capture a moment ( a snapshot)

But also gives us details behind 
the moment





Next 5 lessons





Lesson 2 – Imagery & Symbolism



Formalism





What is 
symbolism?





The 
Cinnamon 
Peeler

https://www.lyrikline.org/en/poems/cinnamon-peeler-6570
https://www.lyrikline.org/en/poems/cinnamon-peeler-6570
https://www.lyrikline.org/en/poems/cinnamon-peeler-6570






Lesson 3

Voice & Perspective



1966



What did you 
notice? 

Theme, Feeling, 
Message

Reader response

What is the voice 
of the speaker in 

the poem?



Voice: who is 
speaking?

Perspective: 
How are they 

seeing the 
event?



Experiencing 
the same 

event 
differntly











The words don’t change – we do!



Below the surface

Appearance vs. Reality

Identity vs. invisibility

How many people we encounter every day without really seeing 
them? We may notice their physical presence without recognizing 
their experiences, struggles, identities, or potential.



Lesson 4



Read and analyse 
the poem David

• Find instances of:

• Symbolism
• Imagery
• Voice Perspective
• Sound
• Structure
• Emotions

Send to me:



Lesson 5
Theme, power & 

Identity



Marxism & Feminism



Subject or topic vs. Theme

Love vs. Love can become a part of a person’s identity



Shubenacadie



A ballad is traditionally 
a song or poem that 
tells a story, though in 
modern usage it most 
commonly refers to a 
slow, sentimental, or 
romantic popular song.



Rita Joe - “I Lost My Talk” 

I lost my talk 
The talk you took away. 
When I was a little girl 
At Shubenacadie school. 

You snatched it away: 
I speak like you 
I think like you 
I create like you 
The scrambled ballad, about my word. 

Two ways I talk 
Both ways I say, 
Your way is more powerful.

 So gently I offer my hand and ask, 
Let me find my talk 
So I can teach you about me.



Rita Joe (1932–2007)

Rita Joe was a Mi'kmaq poet from 
Nova Scotia. 

Her poetry often explores 
Indigenous identity, cultural 
survival, discrimination, and the 
lasting effects of residential 
schools.



Rita Joe - “I Lost My Talk” 

I lost my talk 
The talk you took away. 
When I was a little girl 
At Shubenacadie school. 

You snatched it away: 
I speak like you 
I think like you 
I create like you 
The scrambled ballad, about my word. 

Two ways I talk 
Both ways I say, 
Your way is more powerful.

 So gently I offer my hand and ask, 
Let me find my talk 
So I can teach you about me.



Find in the poem:

Repetition
Metaphor
Direct address
Imagery
Contrast
Symbolism



1. Why does Rita Joe use the expression "I lost my talk" rather than "I lost my language"?

2. Who is the "you" in the poem? Is it an individual, a school, a government, or an entire culture?

3. Why does the poet repeat the phrase "I ... like you"?

4. What does the statement "Your way is more powerful" reveal about the relationship between  
     language and power?

5. Why do you think the poet chooses to end the poem with an offer of friendship rather than an 
     expression of anger?

6. Can someone lose their language without losing their cultural identity? Explain.

Questions





Rita Joe is not simply asking for her language back. 
She is asking for the right to define who she is.





How does the poem create 
meaning?

What ideas does the poem 
explore?



Review for the in-class assignment next week

1- Re-read the 4 poems we have studied 

▪ I lost my talk
▪ The Cinnamon Peeler
▪ This is Photograph of me
▪ David

2- Determine meaning (have evidence) include:
diction, imagery, metaphor, simile, symbolism, or personification, 
rhyme, rhythm, repetition, alliteration, or assonance 

3- Know your literary lenses and how to apply them to the poems
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