
English



Literary Lens
What questions do we ask?

Question → Interpretation 



Lesson 1



John & Grace

Create 10 questions about this text



Literary lens → helps us focus



Lesson 2



Formalism Just the text . . . No context!



Can a text be understood without knowing 
anything about the author?
Start with the author or start with the text?

Formalism

Analyze the  text → close reading



Lesson 3



Psychological 
Criticism

Getting into the mind 
of the characters

Why do they think, feel 
and behave in a 
certain way?





Lesson 4 - 
Marxist



1818-1883 (Power)

• German Philosopher & 
economist

• All about class struggle

• Capitalism bad
• Communism good





The Marxist Lens – Encourages questions

Listen to lesson 4 and develop 
5 questions



Where do your 
beliefs come from?



Societies form systems that shape people



Influence of society – the world





Lesson 5 - Feminist















Lesson 6
Reader response 

Criticism



How does the reader 
shape meaning?







Interpreting a 
text



Text → Author → Reader → 



Lesson 7 – Bringing all 
together







Combining two or more 
lenses
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